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MVUHEN Mr. Thrifty, who keeps 


that great Mercer’s thop in Lon- 


“eidon, which has been getting on fo fa- 
“{moufly of late, was once afked to dine 
[two days atter Chriftmas by his neigh- 














bour carelefs, who I have heard by the 
y has been fince made Bankrupt, 
‘hrifty anfwered, that it was quite im- 
offible to dine out then, for that he 
vas fettling his Chriftmas accounts, 
which,’? added he, ** muft not be ne- 
leGted for the world, for I fhould never 
now where I was; I fhould not under- 
and whether I was going forward o« 
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backward, getting rich or growing ever 
fo poor, if I was to neglect cafting up, 
and balancing, and examining into eve-f, 
' ry thing at Chriftmas.”—‘ Why to bel, 
| fure,” anfwered Carelefs, “ you have a, 
| large bufinefs Mr. Thrifty, and a large}, 
bulinefs muft be looked aiter.’’—* ’Tisf, 
it by my looking after it that it has hed, 
| come fo large,’ returned Thrifty with C 
| a look of great fhrewdnefs, ‘“ and if Ij 
} | were not to look after it ftull, it- would}, 
i joon grow little again I warrant you.” |}, 
in at 
| Iam perfuaded that my Readers.and; 
iu J fhall one and all of us allow, that this, 
| was a very right obfervation of Mr. 
it ‘Thrifty’s, and yet I doubt whether wef, 
fhall equally agree in the following re4y, 
mark, though it has nearly the famad,, 
| foundation; namely, that if-we hope, 
H | to be faved from ruin in the next workd}y} 
ia atid to facceed in our everlafting inter1,, 
it efts, ‘it is neceflary that we fhould u‘d,, 
i tiie very fame kind of diligence-in ex}y, 
| amining the ftate of our fouls, which. 
ie Mr. Thrifty ufed inexamining the ftat 
| of his wotlaty bufinefs. : 
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etl ‘Fhere is alfo a manner of deceiving 
1Pfourfelves in our religious cencerns, 
f€-lwhich is very like that in which they tie 
belwho fail in bufinefs are apt to be decei- | 
> Mved. No man means entirely and at 
Shall times to neglect his foul; no, he 
pis merely puts off his felf. examination, or iy 
€-the is idle and flovenly about it. Mr. 
ithiCarelefs ufed always to be of opinion, 
Wthat a recular yearly balancing of his | 
11d books was not neceflary. He thought j 
” the could form a pretty fair general guefs 
at the ftate of his affairs, without ta- 
UGking all the trouble that Mr. Thrifty 
histook in going particularly intothem. It 
ir }proved, however, when Mr. Careleifs 4 
Wbroke, that the few goods he had to d 
retinew had been moft ftrangely over-valu- 
Med, and on the other hand, that the debts 
Pthe owed amounted to about-five times 
the fum he expected. Now I am per- : 
Tifuaded, that thofe of my Readers who 
u'Ghever examine their hearts, will, on ; 
eNpthe ‘day of judgment, find themfelves 


icths much miftaken in refpect to the 
at4worth of their fuppofed virtues as well 
jes the number of their fins, which are : 
Hike fo many debts due to God, as ever i 
: 
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Mr. Carelefs was, and the only way 


ef recovering from their danger, will be’ 


to do immediately what the friends of 
Mr. Carelefs advifed him to do the 
Chriftmas beforé he broke—I mean to 
look their affairs fully in the face, to 
take inflant meafures for getting at a 
true and juit eitimate of thein, and then 
to adopt fome wife and prudent plan 
for their effectual relief. 


I will add one other obfervation. 
This Mr. Carelefs, as I have heard, 
did not break through any violent mil- 
condu&: he never was guilty of any 
{candalous and immediately ruinous 
tranfaétion like fome others, but then 
he was inattentive to his bufinels, and 
by this mere inattention he was year af- 
ter yeardropping down, without being 
aware of it, into fure and certain ruin: 
he never could be perfuaded to look care- 
fully into his affairs, which was owing 
at firft to idlenefs, and latterly to this 
additional caufe, that a certain kind o! 
fearfulnefs and falfe fhame had got 
about him, infomuch, that when fome 


friends of his who perceived his igno- 
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rance of book-keeping, ‘offered on the 
hrittmas before he broke to lend him 
ome aflifiance, he abfolutely declined it, 
vhich was confidered always as- one of 
he moft unpardonable parts of his whole 
onduct, 


T propofe now, after the example of 
lhefe friends of Mr..Carelefs, to hold 
ut to my readers fome afliltance in en- 
ering into that felf-examination which 
am here prefling upon them, andif 
hey think proper to neglect the help 
hat is offered them, I can only fay, 
hat I think'they really fo much refem- 
le Mr. Carelefs, that they ought to 
ome forward and take hi. part, and to 
efend his chara&ter from thofe fevere 
eufures which I am told that his neglect 
f a like offer has every where brought 


:Bpon him. 
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But let me firft add a few more words 
o prove that the kind of comparifon 
hich I have fpoken of is really a juit 


spne; for many people feem by no 
eans to be convinced, that a man may 
e ruined in his foul by mere* neglect, 
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in the fame Manner as. he may in hishf 
trading bufinefs. J will venture to ob-Be 
ferve on this head, that neglect is apt tofl 
bring on ruin not ina mercers fhop on-fe 
ly, butevenineverything. Name menowl 
if you can one trade or profeflion in lifefor 
which can thrive without diligence ?fp 
Has not God fo made the world as top 
fhew that man muft be diligent, andpe 
that it is at his peril to be neglectful Mit 
There is no bufinefs that will do itfelf ;tt 
moreover, if-a man be ever fo diligentpa 
in one thing, but quite neglectful of ano-fc 
ther, he is fure to feel the confequence e-f! 
venofthispartial careleffaefs. Ifafarmer a 
was to look well to his laborers in the fc 
field, but not :> mind his marketting, orf. 
if trader Thritty was to be always bring-ffa 





ing up his books in the counting-houfe 
but never to go forward in the fhop and 
Wait upon his cultomers, do you thinkf 
he-would not fuffer by it? So if a mani 
minds this world only, and never thinks 
of the next, the bufinefs of the nexth 
world will certainly not be done, as he 
will find hereafter to his coft. Some 
men, ifjany one fhould inquire into 
the flate of their fouls, and fhould. alli 
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hisifor areafon of the hope that is in 
ob-Bem,’? would merely anfwer-in gene- 
tol that God is merciful, and that Chritt 
yn-Bed for them, and add the like gene- 
yw al reafons, which any man in Chritien- 
ifefom may. give as well as they, and if 
e ?fpbu were to prefs them further they 
“topuld only fay, I know not much about 
ndpe matter, I hope well, I truft God 
With my foul: Lfhall fare as well as 
If;ther men do: I thank God I never 
entBade any deubt of my Salvation.” 
n0-fow. what do all fuch kind of fayings 
-ee-mfcover, but a wilful necleét of their 
erfalvation. Jt is as if a fhip-maiter 
hefould Jet his veflel alone and fay, “ I 
orfill venture it among the rocks, and 
ig-faves, and winds: I will truft God 
ufefith it : It will fare as weil as other vef. 
ndls.”? I fay what horrible abufe of God’s 
nkftercy is this! he commands us to give 
anfiligence to make our calling and eleéti- 
ksfm fure, and in this way of diligence 
xt truft him. 

he 

me It may be further added, that in ge- 
atogerel we find in all our affaifsin this 


afi:e, that whatever is moft important ree 
ay 
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quires the highelt degree of care and 
diligence: ought we not therefore t 
fear left negligence fhould .prove the 
molt fatal of all in the concerns of the 
immortal foul, which are certainly thé 
greateft of our concerns? What care 
is neceflary to keep alive our body-:- i 


muit be daily fed, and clothed, ang 


cherithed, and provided for in ava 
variety of ways; and it is not neceflary 
to lay violent hands upon it in order t 
defiroy it. If due care be not taken o 
it, it perifhes of courfe. So is it wit 
a man’s foul, it 1s certainly perifhing i 


it’s interelts are neglected and forgot| 
ten by him, and it may be as effeCtuah 


ly deftroyed without any great fin, a 
the body may without any great blow. 


Once more I beg leave to add, tha 
it is no proof our fouls are fafe that wi 
feel at prefent no harm or inconveni 
ence from our negle& of them. M 
Carelefs felt no *nconvenience from hi 
negleét at the time when he afked Thri 
ty to dinner. His bankruptcy cam 
vnon him quite like a thunder-clap 
his things indeed were in confvfion b 
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\ fore, but the fame. idlenefs which kept 


him from examining them, kept him 
from knowing. before-hand the mifery 
that awaited him. I apprehend, there- 
fore, that the cheerfulnefs of which 
fome thoughtlefs and irreligious people, 
make their boait is no proof of their 


| fafety, but is merely like the gaiety of 


Mr. Carelefs on the day when he was 
making merry with his company, in- 
ftead of cafting up his books; and mind- 
ing the main chance, as it is called. 


But I muft cbferve further, that there 
is one great error which a vaft number 


| of people fall into, and by which they 


are apt to be made very eafy under the 
moft complete negleG& of their fouls. 


|The miftake I mean is the following 


one: they are diligent as they call it, at 
their duty : thus, for inftance, they dig 
hard, if digging is their bufinefs, they 
write and. caft accounts and keep fhop 
diligently if they are clerks or fhop- 
keépers, or they do their cxercife brifk- 
ly and follow orders readily if they are 
foldiers or faileors, and having done this 


their daily work they think they have 
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done all that can be required of them: 
Religion they poflibly allow to be a good 
thing, but this, fay ‘they, is Religion: 
nay, to dotheir work well is the: beit 
fort of Religion, and they -defire to 
know no other. Let us now combat 
this error which has a very fair appear- 
ance, and which has alfo fome mixture: 
of truth with it. 


Prefuming, my Readers, to believe 
the bible, I will here, in the firft place 
quote Scripture on the fubje&t. If to 
labor merely in our calling is one and 
the fame thing as to labor for our fouls, 
how comes our Savior to have ufed for 
anes fuch expreflions as the follow-. 
ing? “ Labor not for the meat that pe- 

risheth. but for the meat which endurcth 
to everlasting life.’ 1 grant our Savior 
does not hereby mean that we ought not 
in any fenfe to labor for the “* meat that 
perifheth,”. but he certainly muft mean 
that we ought not to labor for this only, 
nor even for this chiefly; he muft alfo 
mean that there is a duty called by hin 
“ Jabouring for everlalting life,’ which 
isa dillin® thing from labouring to fup- 
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port our bodies; for if thefe two things 
were not diltind, he would not have 
mentioned them fo diftinctly. Again 
our, Savior fpeaks of a man. who had. 
been “ filling his garners and laying up 
goods for many years,” who evidently 
therefore wasa very diligent man in 
his. bufinefs, and yet: this is the very 
man who, is pointed out as one whofe 
joul had been neglected; for it is faid, 
“ Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be 
reguired of thee.” I will add another 


remarkable laying of our Savior on the 


fame fubjeti. He defcribes the general 
invitation to attend tu the Gofpel by 
comparing it to ‘*a Marriage fupper,” 
to which, faid he, when men were afk- 
ed to come, “ they all with one consent 
began to make excuse, for one went to 
his farm, another to bis merchandize. 
One said I have bought a yake of oxen 
and I must needs go and prove them, and 
another said 1 bave married a wifé, 
and therefore I cannot come.’ Nothing 
can prove more plainly than this. para 
ble the point we are now urging; for it 
fhews that attention to our worldly bus 


| finefs, fo far from being the fame thing © 
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as attention to Religion, is often the 
main hindrance toit. I am going tof 
my farm, faid the men in Chrift’s time, 
and therefore I cannot attend to the 
Gofpel. I am going to my farm, fay 
thefe men now, but they have the facef 
even to pretend that this is the fame] 
thing as attending to the Gofpel, than 
which nothing can be more contrary tof 
our Savior’s "“Haclavetion. Our Savior, f 
ends his parable by afluring all the peo- 
ple who put him off by any fuch excu-f 
ies, that ‘ none of thase men that were 
bidden shall taste of bis supper; which} 
is as-if he had faid, “ You who give no 
attention to the Gofpel fhall have no 
thare in the benefits a it. You have 
been invited indeed, but fince you do 
pot come you 1 fhall never tafte of iis fal- 
vation, ” 


And indeed it feems quite agreeable 
to reafon to fuppofe, that God, who has 
made man to confit both of body and 
mind, is not likely to be fatisfied with 
his mere bodily labour, but that he muft 
tequire the afieftions of the mind to be 
given to Him aifo. If mere diligence 
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in our ¢alling is all in all, I fee not why 


a man may not be allowed even to deny 


the being of God: for an Atheift may 
very poflibly be led to mind his bufinefsto- 
lerably well from mere worldly motives, 
and juftin like manner fome perfons 
who call themfelves Chriftians, may be 
induced to go on regularly with their 


work, all the while forgetting God as 


much as if they were downright A- 
}theilts. 


Having thus proved, as I truft, the 


neceflity of attending to the interefts 
of the foul, and having alfo fhewn that 


it is not fufficient to carry on our world- 


ly bufinefs merely on worldly princi: 


ples, I fhall proceed to the main point 


-fwhich is before us, namely; to offer 
ithe Reader fome help towards a ferious 


examination of his conduct during the 
laft year, and I truft that what will be. 
farther faid will throw much additional 
light on the general fubjeét. 


Firft then I defire the Reader férioufly 
to afk himfelf, “what has been the or- 


dinary ground and motive of, his aéti- 
of 8 
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ons during the laft year.”” You profefs, 
{:doubt:not, to believe in God, and you 
expect hereafter to be judged by Him, 
but have you in the laft year made it 
the leading motive of all your ations to 
endeavour to pleafe him? It is in vain 
to think that you have pleafed Him if 
you have not intended to pleafe Him. 


How is it that we judge in cafes that} 


arife between a man and his fellow crea- 
tures? I believe a wife, for inftance, 


would not much thank her hufband for| 
doing her a kindnefs, if fhe thought he 


never intended:her a kindnefs, and had 
her not at.all in his thought when he 
did it..-Her hufbands affe&tion is the 
thing fhe chiefly wants, and the kind 
aétion is only fo far pleafing to her, as 
it isadymptom of this affection in the 
mind. Now all this is extremely rea- 
fenable ; there is fome nicety I grant in 


-the diftinétion, but it is a nicety we all 


very well: underfland in our own cafe, 


‘and we have no right therefore to fay 


that we cannot underi{tand it when God 


is concerned» “ Ay son,” faith God to, 


us in the {cripture, “ give me thine 
heart.” And again, “ Thou shalt love 
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the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
all thy soul, and all thy strength, this is 
the first andgreat commandment.’ Dit- 
regarding this claim, we toil, we dig, 
we labor for our daily bread. without 
almoft thinking of God in it, and at 
the year’s end we expect him to accept 
this bodily fervice, though performed 
with amere view to our own worldly 
benefit, infiead of the affeCtions he has 
tequired of us. 


Now as this isa very great and awful 


fubje&, and as it was one on which, e- 
very thing elle that we fhall add will 
be made to refi, let us endeavour to 
lead the Reader to dwell very ferioufly 
upon it. God is that Being in whofe 
character is to be found every poflfible: 
perfection: He is moft great, and glo-' 
rious, and holy, and excellent, and 
bountiful and benevolent ; and he is ale. 
fo full of compafhon and tender mercy. 
Has any fellow-creature a claim to our 
regard? God has a ftill clearer and more 
undoubted claim; and af we refufe to 
pay regard to God, we may on much 
the fame grotind refufe.to honor our fa 
Sf 9 
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iher, to love our neareft relations, and 
to render thanks to all our earthly bene- 
factors. ‘They that never think of God 
may on a like principle excufe them- 
felves from ever thinking of them alfo; 
for is He not our Benefactor? Is He not 
our Father? Is it not he that fends us 
thofe very friends. which are fuch com- 
forts to us, and’ who beitow upon us all 


our bleflmgs? Endeavour now to count 


all His mercies to you during the patt 
year. Number firit all the bleflings that 
have come to you pyenmncans oF friends, 
and all. your various family comforts, 
thefe all have proceeded originally from 
God. Tink next of the fuccefs you 
may have “had in your calling? It is 
not your own hand that has gotten you 


the guineas which perhaps you have: 


been ‘lately numbering. It is the Lord. 
Think next of the health you have had, 

and the degree of freedom from bodily 
pain. It is God allo that defends us 
‘ from the noifome peitilence, from the 
arrow that flieth by night, and from 
the peftilence t » t walketh at noon-day.” 
Again, think of the dangers of other 
kinds which you may in the laft year 
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_have efcaped, whether from fecret ene- 
} mies or open violence: ‘The dangers to 
|} your perion, to your property, and to 
your reputation. Why is it that you 
are alive and well, and in fo much fecu- 
|rity at the years end. ° It is becaule 
ithe Lord hath been with yeu by night 
and by day, to watch over you, and 
jguard and protect you, and keep’ you 
irom evil. Yo theie mercies, if you’ 
add your own more particular and -ipe. 
cial mercies, and if you add moreover 
jall the infinite bleflings of the Gofpel, 
fuch as the promile of’ the forgivenels 
of fin, through Jefus Chrifi, and the 
hope of everlatting lite, furely you 
muft own that the Lord’s goodnefs is vatt 
and unfpeakable, and that his mercies 
are aver all his works, and that they. 
are more in number than the hairs of ' 
your head, and as the fands on the fea- 
fhore innumerable, Do you not now 
therefore begin to fee the nature of your: 
obligation to him, and the reafonable- 
nefs of endeavouring to pleale a Peing 
who is thus great ard gocd alfo? What: 
becomes then ‘of that ebfervation, fo 
plaufible to an irreligious mind, name, 
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ly, that if we have but done our work 
regularly we have fulfilled our duty, 
even though God has not been thought 
of in it? Surely it is an oblervation 
full of bafenefs and ingratitude. I be- 
lieve no man who loves his family and 


friends forbears to think of them now | 


and then while his hand isat it’s labour, 


and why are not our thoughts to afcend } 
in like manner to God, as the great fa- | 
ther of mercies, while the day’s bufi- | 
nefs is going forward, and why may |} 


not the defire to pleafe him well in all 
things form the very motive and {pur 


to all our induftry ? Has this then been | 


the ground and motive of your diligence 
during the laft year? ‘This is the firft 
queftion that.is propoted to you. 


When this duty of regarding God in 
all things is well fettled and underftood 
{a duty which by-the-by is of all duties 
the ftrongeft and cleareft) then it be- 
comes eafy to prove a number of fur- 
ther points, which are apt otherwife to 
be negleéted; as for inftance, the obli- 


gatio: ta worship God in public and in 


secret. Wf we feel that regard to God 





which has «been fpoken of we {hall be 
naturally, as it were, difpofed to pray 
to lim. If we feel the obligations that 
have been mentioned, we fhall be ready 
to kneel down and thank him, and if 
we are fenfible that itis He who not on- 
ly fupplies our wants but alfo forgives 
us our fins, and likewife that it is by 
| Him alone, as the Scriptures tells us, 
| that. we are enabled to think a good 
| thought, and to fulfil any ove duty a- 
right, it follows then that we fhall be 
continually enlarging our ‘petitions to 
Him, -and that we fhall call upon Him 
daily for all thefeé important and indil- 
penfible bleflines. - Have you then been 
thus leading a hfe of dependence on 
God, and truly devout prayer to -him, 
both in the public congregation, in 
your family, and in fecret during, the 
laft year ? 


When this duty to God is well un- 
derftood, then the fin of neglecting the 
Sabbath begins to feem very plain alfo. 
This is that day which has been merci- 
fully fet apart for religious ules, it there. 
fore is the day for more particular and 
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earneft prayer in private and in public, | 
and alfo for more regular felf-examina- | 
tion than can always take place on o- | 
ther days, and it may be remarked, | 
that as on every Sunday we ought to | 
call ourfelves to account for our beha-. | 
viour during the week, fo at the year’s | 
end it may be proper to take ourfelves | 
to talk for all our condué& on the Sab- 
baths; for if they have been neglected 
it is more than probable that our whole. 
duty has been negleéted by us. 


a i ay 
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We will next fpeak of reading the 
Scriptures. ‘The dilufe of this. practice 
arifes from the fame caufe which we 
have before referred to, namely, the 
want of a due regard to God. Many 
of thofe who are moft negligent in this 
point, nevertheleis acknowledge the 
Bible to be the word of God. It is 
plain therefore that the negligence of 
thefe perfons muft arife from their feel- 
ing no defire to know what is the will of 
their Heavenly Father; for if they felt 
a defire to knuw his will, they certainly 
would take all means of difcovering it. 
lf a fervant had got a letter diretted to 
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' him which he believed to be from his 
i maiter, and was zealous to do his maf- 
| ters will, do you think he would not be 
| eager to open and read the letter? And 
| if we are earneft in like manner to know 
} and do the will of God, fhall we not be 
| eager to open and read the Scriptures ? 
i I believe it is the excufe of fome that 

-| the Scriptures are difhcult to be under- 
| ftood, and that their meaning in many 


places is doubtful; to which I anfwer, 


| that fo is the meaning of all books more 





jor lefs to fome kind of perfons. The 
; objeftion proves only at the moft, that 


you fhould read for the prefent ‘thofe 
parts of them which are more eafy, and 


| which have the moft manifeft tendency 
ito do you good. In fa&t however it is 
jthe want of a deep concern about the 


falvation of our fouls, (which is the 


ichief fubje&t the Bible treats of) that 

icaufes it to appear fo difficult, as well 
jas'infipid and adnimproving as it does to 
fome people. 


We have fpoken hitherto only of reli- 
gious duties. We will now fay fome- 
thing of the ordinary duties of life, 





iain Tae no 











( 24 ) 





and if we defcribe them truly, it willf; 


immediately appear that even theie are 
not likely to have been fulfilled in any 
reipect as they ought, unleis there has 


been a religious principle for the founda-§ 


tion. 


Firft how have you performed the du-} 
ties of your own calling in the lait year? 


Here it may perhaps be antwered by 
fome people, “ We have,jno calling, 
for we are able through the money 
which we kave faved, or which our fa, 
thers have faved for us, to live without 
work. We have therefore had nothing 
to do; we are independent perions.” 
What, then, are you independent on 
God? It is the bufinefs of Religion to 
put an end to this fancied right to inde- 


pendence, and to fubject every thought,} 


word, and action, to the will of a fupe- 
rior, to the will I mean of a ftridt and 
holy God. What a blefling to fociety is 
Religion when confidered in this view! 
It turns all thofe perfons who are other- 
wife the drones of the community, into 
fome of the moft ferviceable people in 
it: QO, how many-troubles and mite. 


C 





th 





ies are there in this land, which if a 
few more of our independent ladies 
aiid gentelmen would be fo good as to 
urn Chriftians, (1 mean zealous Chrifti- 
ans!) would prefently be relieved. 
Vhat a great number of poor cottagers 
pre there who drag on life both in wick- 
pdnefs and mifery tor tho want of being 
‘ Pverlocked, and inftru€ted, and advitfed, 
ow and then affilied by their fuperiors 
vho dwell near them? Here perhaps a 
hole parifh is neglected threugh want 
pf a christian parith officer; there the 
peceenits: of an holpital need ex xamining, 
r a workhoufe is given up to vice and 
uin; here a ufeful club wants a Trea- 
urer or a Patron, or a declining chart- 
y {chool is without an Infpector, or a 
ew {chool ought to be fet up; here a- 
rain. a private guarrel is raging which 
he interference of a fuperior, if he 
10uld alfo be a Chriftian, might pre- 
ently heal. What innumerable oppor- 
unities alfo has an independent perfon 
f diftributing relHeious books, or con- 
eying ferious advice to thofe whom 
Pravidence has placed under his inftu- 
nee, Now thefe are the employments 
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which conftitute the calling of indepen- 
dent people. Chrittianity ‘brings them 
to a dirict fenfe of their re{ponfib. lity in 
thefe and many other like points, and 
at the fame time enlarges their hearts 
in love to all their fellow creatures. 


Well then, have you followed this 
your Chriflian calling, and. followed it 
diligently during the laft year * Oh! no, J. 
you are-one of thofe perhaps who have §- 
{pent the whole year in fome trifling J. 
employment, merely to gratify your}. 
own talle, or to pleafe your own vanity. | 
Thefe are the things which have formed 


your chief calling, and while the vices 


of the poor have been dreadfully increa- 
fing in your parifh, and the groans of | 
the miferable have been almoft reaching 
your door, you have been {pending your 
little independent income on yourfelf, 
and fancying that all was well. 


But let us next addrefs the more la- 
bouring part of the community, and if 
they will allow us to examine them 
Caney s I believe it will equally appear, 
that achriftian principle is neceflary in 
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their cafe, in order to carry them 
through their bufinefs with real faithful- 
nefs and integrity. Firil, have none of 
you beenonthe whole veryidle duringthe 
laftyear? Are there none who have flack- 
enedintheirwork becaufetheythoughtthe 


-Parifh mutt relieve them whenever their 


idlenefs fhould have brought them to 
want? Arethere none who have chofen 


rather to burthen fome charitable friend 


than to buckle heartily to their work? 
And has every one of you been as dili- 


| gent jult after he had got a week's wages 


in hand as before? Now Chriltianity 
will have led you to work at all times, 


} not on ensdien only, but on Monday 


alfo, making confcience of habitual di- 


| ligence; nay, you will have been rea- 


dy (as the apoftle exhorts) ‘to work 
with your hand in the thing that is good, 
that you may have to give to him that 
needeth.” , And how have you employ- 
ed both your time and thoughts when 
the regular hours of work have been o- 
vér ? Which of you,” fays Chrift, “‘ ha- 
ving a fervant ploughing or feeding cat- 
tle will fay unto him by-and-by, when 
he is come from the field, Go and fit 
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thou down to meat. and will not’ rather 
fay to him, Make ready wherewith J 
may fup, and gird thyfeif and ferve mie.” 
—‘Thus does our Saviour-teach us that 
we are all rich indeed as well as poor, 


like fo many fervants, who, when we: 


have done ferving our mafler in the 
field, mutt then go anc ferve him in the 


houfe. ‘The Chriltian laborer therefore’ 


is one who has no fooner done ferving 
Chrift by his ordinary calling abroad, 
than he proceeds next to lérve. the 
fame matter by his chriftian conduét at 
home, by ufeful converfation. with hts 
children, by reading a portion of fcrip- 
ture to them, and by uniting with them 
in prayer tothe great Father of Mer- 
cies fora blefling on all the family be- 
fore they lie down to reit. 


Again afk yourfelf whether you may 
not have been moreor iefs an eye-ser- 
vant? Jf you are a common gardening 
man have-you not worked harder when 
the head gardener was in ‘the garden 
than when he was out of it? andifa 


clerk or apprentice, have you not made J 


more ipeed. when your employer. has 














( 29° ) 


happened to come into the fhop or. 
ounting houfe? If a footman have you 
een as faithful and diligent, have you 
ifen as early, worked as fleadily, gone 
pour errands as nimbly, and turned 
pour hand to any thing wanted of you 
s readily as if your mafter had “ood 
yy watching you? Now if you are a 
‘Ehbriftian fervant you will have done- 
very thing under the impreffion, that 
Dne who is far greater than your earth- 
y mafter has been always at hand ob- 
erving you? “ Servants,” fays the A- 
oftle, “* obey your matters, oe with 
ye fervice as men pleafers, but as the 
eeaate of Ct.rift, doing the will of 
tn from the heart.” 


The idlenefs and eye fervice which 
ave been {poken of, neceflarily imply 
lfo fome injuftice to your employer: 
ou have agreed with him to give him 
» much work for fo much pay, but if 
ou have fecretly wafted in idlenefs, or 
tned to your own ufe a part of that 
ime which you engaged to give to your 
after, you have then robbed him of 
is due, you have as much wronged 
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your mafter, as your mafter would have 


wronged you if he had fecretly taken 
back a part of the wages he had profef. 
fed to give you, or had knowingly mif- 
counted the money in his own favour 
while he was paying you. , 


Again, there are many kinds of difho. 
ne{ty which are practifed almoft without 
reflection, and with avery quiet conitci 
ence, becaufe cuftom is fuppofed to au- 
thorize them; the new year therefore 
feems a very proper time for examining 
into thefe points. It may in genera 
be fufpected that all profits or privileges, 
as they are called, which are carefully 
concealed, have fomething difhoneft in 
them, for if they are quite honeft, why 
fhould they not be public? The difh- 
culty of breaking through thefe cuftoms 
is offen much increafed by 4 certain 
falfe fhame, which makes people afraid 
of doing it, left they fhould thereupon 
be charged with pretending to be bette 
than their neighbours. Religion how. 
ever tends to cure this falfe fhame,- fo 
when a deep concern about the falvation 
of the foul arifes, a man is carried abova 
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thofe little feelings which fo often in- 
rfere with his duty, and being obliged 
turn over anew leaf in many great 
pints, he takes the opportunity of rec- 
ying athoutand {maller inadverten- 
es, which many men of the world, 
ough accounted moral, never think of 
ing, becaufe they have no motive 
ong eiough to put them upon a kind 
change. 

We fhall now name afew more fub- 
ects for ielf-examination, which we 
all not do with much particularity ; 
Bice the Reader’s own mind may en- 
rge upon them. 

How have you behaved during the 
ft year in refpect to relative duties? 
may not be amils at this time of the 
ar to recollect the names of our rela- 
Sons and connections. one by one, and 
iMfen to afk ourfelves who is there of 
efe whom I have either hurt by my 
ifconduét, or negleéted, through idle- 
fs or fecret diflike, whois there of 
Bem whom I have put off by a little 
Btward complaifance, when I ought 
have been affectionate and kind? 
gain, who is there of them with whom 
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Ihave tog much agreed, not daring 
fhew any Chriftian fingularity in the 
prefence, and conforming both to the 
and to the world, through fear of thef 
ill will? The duty fubfifting betwedé 
near conneétions, fuch as hufbands a: 
wives, or pareuts and children, ouglf 
to form at this time of year a very gref 
fubje&t of feif examination, and thf! 
which our Chriflian duty diGtates will F 
found to contribute exceedingly to if 
creafe our private happinefs. 

Have you alfo in the laft year bed 
temperate, fober, and veel as tiff 
Scriptures require? Have you not a 
lowed yourfelf to live in any of thop' 
vices of which the Scripture fays thf 
“they which do fuch things fhall n 
inherit the kingdom of God.” Agaip" 
have you been combating with all yor 
evil tempers in the laft year, ag? 
what has been your fuccefs in the cof! 
fig?) Every man’ has fome particulf? 
infirmity. Some are apt to be ftubbot 
and felf willed, others weak and yiel 
ing. Some are bold and forward, othe 
too fearful and afhamed. Some af@ 
fleepy and ina€tive, others are teo bus 











































d prone to meddle even in what does 
ot concern them. Some are too filent 
d others as much too talkative. Some 
ave aflections that are continually be- 
Jaying them into inconveniences if 
t dangers, and foie have an ungra- 
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5 at 
ogous and difagreeable harfhnefs with 
gre ich they ought to contend. Some 





jlo have much natural pride, or a 









‘ged to fearch out your faults, you will 
ive long finee known in fome meafure 
bequich of thefe may be yours, and you 
. tipll be glad to be reminded at the year’s 


t+ aed that you ought to inquire how far 









thopt have gained ground on that fin 
thpich bas moft eafily befet you. 
1 nj We will only mention farther, have 





gaipu been obfervant of the hand of Pro. 
yo ence in all the events that have 
agme acrofs you inthe laft year? Have 
cog referred your ficknefs or your 
‘cy[galth your loffes in trade, or your fuc- 
shogles, as well as all the deaths in your 
viel ily and among your friends, toge- 
thee’ with every other incident of the 
ar, to a Divine Providence, which 
ordered all things that have befallen 
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you. And have you confidered the & 
fronts and injuries of men, the harp 
fhips you have fuffered, the nationR 
calamities alfo of which you may hago 
borne your part, in the fame religioga 
light, namely, as the means by whiga 
God has been pleafed to try you. A 
have you been therefore refigned a 
patient under fuilerings, as well 
thankful for your mercies. 1 
And latily, while you are now recqdp!l 
lecting all the Efcapes and Deliveranc 
you have experienced, as well as tlk: 
affecting Deaths and Changes which yqh: 
have perhaps witnefled during the lqpi 
twelvemonth in your family, are y@h 
led thereby to meditate on the unceffl 
tainty of your own future life, and qu 
the coming of that aw.ul day, wher 
“we muft all appear before the jude 
ment feat of Chrift to give account ff] 
the things done in the body,” and wh@ 
both you and “all that are in thefi 
graves fhall come forth, they that hagpr 
done good to the refurreétion of: Tiff 
and they that have done evil to th ee 
furreCtion of damnation.” | 
To this fubje& of felf-examinatiget 
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Perhaps lfome 
Salar will have been ready to Hm 


We would requelt every juch defpon- 
ing Reader to turn this Tract to the 
pllowing ufe: Let him avail himlelf of 

in the firit place in order to alarm his 
ears, and to do away that falle notion of 
nocence, which men who never exa- 
ine themfelves are apt to truft to as 

e ground of their falvation, and when 
hat he has read has thus convinced 


@nd his thoughts to that Savior of the 
orld “ whom Ged hath fet forth to be 
propitiation through faith in his blood, 


iffion of fins that are paft, through the 
hawrbearance of God.”’ Let him proceed 
il think deeply and often on that in- 
 r@ructive fubje& of * his being juitified 
rchly by God’s grace, through the re- 
pption that is in Jefus Chrift 2” 
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fubje& the powerful force of which it 


turning the whole heart to God, th 


Reader has perhaps not yet taken int 
his calculation. Encouraged by th 
pardon of which this doftrine affure 
him if he is penitent, and acceptin 
moft heartily and thankfully it’s fre 
and undeferved falvation, let him the 
account himfelf to be “ not his own 
but * bought witha price,”’ and let hi: 
live no longer to himfelf, but to hin 
that huth died for him.’ A _ hear 
warmed with gratitude to Chrilt wil 
ftand inthe place of a thouland argu 


ments; it will make that labor pleafang 


which otherwife feems intolerable: an 
it will caufe all thofe duties, which wi 
feemed to defcribe with fo much ftrié 
nefs, to appear now no more than a ju 
and reafonable fervice. 
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